
      BECKY HAMMON   
 
Rebecca Lynn Hammon was born and raised in Rapid City, South Dakota. Hammon learned to 
dribble a basketball at a very young age, playing Nerf ball with her older brother and father, and 
continued to hone her skills on her home court. Hammon played basketball at Rapid 

City Stevens High School. As a junior, she was named South Dakota Miss Basketball. As a 
senior, she was voted the South Dakota Player of the Year after averaging 26 points, 4 rebounds 

and 5 steals per game. She graduated in 1995, and also was voted female class athlete by her 
graduating class. 
 

Despite the accolades, she drew little attention from college basketball recruiters, who 
considered her too small and too slow. She eventually grabbed the attention of a Colorado State 

assistant coach, and she committed to the Rams.  
 
Becky Hammon remains as the most decorated CSU women’s basketball player in school history. 

Her career was one of excellence, winning 14 conference player of the week awards, four first-
team All-Conference awards and an Associated Press first-team All-American award in 1999. 

Hammon also won WAC Mountain Division player of the year in 1998 and 1999, WAC Pacific 
Division player of the year in 1997 and WAC freshman of the year in 1996.  Hammon held the 
school career record for points, points per game, field goals, field goal attempts, free throws 

made, free throw attempts, 3-pointers, 3-point attempts, steals and assists upon graduation. 
She also posted nine single-season records including points, free throws and assists. She led her 

teams to NCAA tournament appearances in 1996, 1998, and in 1999 when the Rams made it to 
the Sweet 16. She led the Rams to WAC Mountain Division Championships in 1998 and 1999 
along with a WAC Championship in 1996. 

 
After graduation, Hammon went on to play in the Women’s National Basketball Association with 

the New York Liberty and the San Antonio Silver Stars of the WNBA. She played on the Russian 
national team winning a bronze medal in the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. She amassed more than 
3,000 career points in the WNBA and 800 assists, earning the nickname “Big Shot Becky” and 

has also been named to WNBA All-Star teams six times. She played in Spain during the off-
season of the WNBA, helping her team win the Queen’s Cup and remained as a member of the 

San Antonio Silver Stars through 2014. Becky’s uniform number “25” has been retired at 
Colorado State. 

 
Following her retirement from the WNBA in 2014, Hammon was hired by the San Antonio Spurs 
as an assistant coach, becoming the first woman to work as a coach in the NBA. While Hammon 

called her groundbreaking hire "a tremendous honor," she also said of head coach Gregg 
Popovich: "Honestly, I don't think he gives two cents that I'm a woman. And I don't want to be 

hired because I'm a woman." What matters, she said, was that "I'm getting hired because I'm 
capable." 
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